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OFFICIAL
Dear consultee,

Launch of the New Plymouth Local Plan: Notification of Intention to Commence Local Plan
Preparation and Notice of Scoping Consultation

Plymouth City Council is pleased to announce the launch of a new Local Plan for the city
commencing on 25 June 2026. This marks the beginning of an important process to shape how
Plymouth will continue to grow and develop over the coming years.

Preparing a New Local Plan

Local Plans are required under national planning legislation and policy to guide sustainable
development, set out how land is used in their area, and ensure that future growth meets the needs
of communities, businesses and the environment. Preparing a new Local Plan involves gathering
evidence, engaging with stakeholders and the public, and considering options before finalising the
plan and its policies that will be independently examined. The government have introduced new
plan making regulations for Councils to prepare their local plan in 30 months.

As part of this process, the Council has formally published a Notice of Intention to Commence Local
Plan Preparation, alongside a Local Plan Timetable. These documents set out the key milestones in
preparing the Plan. These are available to view on the Council's website using the following link
www.plymouth.gov.uk/local-plan [1].

Notice of Scoping Consultation

An early-stage scoping consultation will run from 2 July to 11.59pm on

31 July 2026. This consultation is an opportunity for residents, businesses, organisations, and other
stakeholders to help shape the direction of the Local Plan at an early stage. We are particularly
interested in views on key issues, priorities, and how people would like to be kept informed and
engaged as work progresses.

Details of how to take part in the consultation and the formal notice of scoping consultation will be
available on the Council's website from 2 July at www.plymouth.gov.uk/local-plan [1].

Two further consultation stages will take place in 2027 and 2028 where there will be opportunities
to help further shape the local plan as it is developed. This will include the proposed content of the
local plan (including draft policies and potential site options) and its evidence, and the completed
draft local plan before it is finalised and submitted to the Government for its examination. It is
expected the new local plan will be adopted in spring 2029.

Call for Sites

We will be re-opening our Call for Sites on the 2 July to understand what land will be available for
development in the future throughout the city. Sites submitted will aid our consideration of
potential housing and economic land use allocations in the Local Plan.



Sites submitted to us last year do not need to be resubmitted unless anything has changed. To
submit a site for consideration, please visit https://cfs.plymouth-
swdevon.urbanintelligence.co.uk/events.

A Call for Sites is a mechanism by which people or organisations with land interest (e.g. landowners,
developers, agents) are able to let us know of sites that they would like to be considered in the plan
for

future development. We will then assess these sites and consider their

suitability, availability and achievability in an evidence base report called a Land Availability
Assessment (LAA).

Not all sites submitted will be considered appropriate to allocate for development, but it is an

important part of the planning process that everyone has a fair opportunity to put forward sites for
consideration.

The LAA and other evidence base reports will be published during the plan preparation process.

Stay involved

We will be regularly reviewing and updating the local plan pages on our website, including the
timetable. This will enable you to keep up to date with the progress of the plan.

We are contacting you as a consultee or stakeholder who has expressed an interest in planning
policy or local plan consultations in Plymouth. If you wish to continue receiving updates about the
Local Plan, no action is required.

However, if you would prefer not to receive further notifications or information relating to the new
Local Plan our or Planning News newsletter, you can opt out at any time by emailing

planningpolicy@plymouth.gov.uk. Please include your name and contact details and organisation
(where relevant) so we can update our records accordingly.

Yours sincerely,

Strategic PlanningTeam

Strategic Planning and Infrastructure
Plymouth City Council

Ballard House

West Hoe Road
Plymouth
PL1 3BJ

T +441752305477
E planningpolicy@plymouth.gov.uk

www.plymouth.gov.uk [2]

IMPORTANT: This e-mail (including any attachments to it) is strictly confidential and intended solely
for the person or organisation to whom it is addressed. It may contain privileged, confidential or
sensitive information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not copy or distribute it to any
other person or take any action in reliance. If you have received it in error, please notify your system
manager and the sender as soon as possible and then delete it from your system.
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