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CORNWALL S
COU NC'L My ref: KB/Precepts 2026/27

one and all - onen hagoll Date: 07 November 2025

Dear Sir/Madam
Parish and Town Council Precepts for the 2026/27 Financial Year

Cornwall Council is the billing authority responsible for collecting and paying the precept
for your Council in respect of the 2026/27 financial year.

For 2026/27, Cornwall Council will be collecting the annual precept demand through the
online notification form. This can be accessed on both desktop and mobile devices
through the following link:

https://secure.cornwall.gov.uk/form/auto/precept

You will shortly be receiving email correspondence containing a six-digit PIN code. This PIN
code is unique to your Town & Parish Council, so please do not share this with anyone else.
You will not be able to submit your precept demand and complete the form without
entering the PIN code. If you have not received this code by the end of November, please
contact corporatefinance@cornwall.gov.uk

As in previous years, if your Council’s precept is for £140,000 or greater, you will also need
to supply us with a separate breakdown of your Town or Parish Council’s budgeted
expenditure and income. Detail of the current required content can be found in the
Statutory Instrument ‘The Council Tax (Demand Notices) (England) Regulations 2011’ at
the following website address:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/3038/pdfs/uksi 20113038 en.pdf

The practical requirements for such information are as detailed below. If this information
is available at the time of your precept submission, there is an option through the online
form to upload this information when submitting your precept. If this information will not
be available until a later date, please e-mail any documentation to
corporatefinance@cornwall.gov.uk

Size: A4 Format: Word, PDF or Excel

This additional information will not be enclosed with the Council Tax bill but will be made
available on the Cornwall Council website. Hardcopies will only be issued to residents
when specifically requested.
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Taxbase

Some Councils utilise taxbase information (equivalent number of Band D properties) for
their areas when deciding on their precept level, as an increase or reduction in the taxbase
will itself have an impact on the increase or decrease in the Council Tax for the Town or
Parish Council element.

The provisional 2026/27 taxbase information for individual Town and Parish Councils is

available on our website under the ‘How much council tax goes to local councils?’ heading
at:

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/people-and-communities/parish-and-town-councils/general-
information-on-parish-and-town-councils/

If you have any problems with accessing that information, then please contact us.

Precept payments

Cornwall Council proposes paying the 2026/27 precepts by two equal instalments, the first
in April 2026 and the second in September 2026.

| would be grateful if you would complete and submit the online form with your precept
demand, including a nil return if applicable, by no later than 31st December 2025. If this
deadline causes any difficulty, or you encounter any issues in using the online form, please
contact us at corporatefinance@cornwall.gov.uk if you have not done so already.

Other Information:

100% Council Tax Premium on Second Homes

From 1 April 2025, Cornwall Council implemented a 100% council tax premium on second
homes.

Further information concerning the 100% council tax premium on second homes,
including scenarios in which the premium may not apply, can be viewed at the following:

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/council-tax/second-homes/

In terms of how the premium impacts Town and Parish Council’s budget assumptions, this
is included within the taxbase figure. As a reminder, any properties eligible for the
premium are simply ‘doubled’ within your taxbase. For example, a Band D property in your
area which is deemed to be a second home and eligible for the premium, counts for 2’
within your taxbase instead of ‘1’.

The taxbase information provided includes a breakdown of the impact of the premium on
the equivalent number of Band D properties within each Parish.

Please note, that for 2026/27 you may notice a reduction in the number of properties
eligible for the council tax premium in your parish when compared to 2025/26. This is due
to the fact that since 1 April 2025, Cornwall Council has been contacted by many second
home owners who have provided evidence as to why their property is eligible to not be
charged the premium, due to one of the specific exceptions.
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Council Tax Referendums

Major authorities such as Cornwall Council are subject to Council Tax referendum
principles and are limited to core Council Tax increases that are determined by the
Government. Any increase at, or above, the limit set by the Government would be subject
to a referendum. In the event that a referendum is lost, an alternative budget must be
ready to be put in place, within the referendum limit and would necessarily require re-
billing. The cost of the referendum and re-billing would have to be met by the relevant
authority.

To date, referendum principles have not been applied to Town & Parish Councils. The
Government stated last year that it will keep this matter under active review for future
years. It is anticipated that the Local Government Finance Settlement which is expected in
December 2025 will confirm whether or not the Government intends to apply such
principles to Town & Parish Councils for the 2026/27 financial year, however at the current
time we have no reason to believe that the current position will not continue. We will of
course advise you if that situation changes.

Devolution of assets and services

Building on Cornwall Council’'s commitment to Localism, we are keen to maintain
momentum. We greatly value and recognise the vital role that Town and Parish Councils
play in achieving this ambition, particularly through your leadership and delivery of local
services and assets.

As part of our emerging Valuing Local approach, we want to strengthen partnerships and
explore opportunities for more locally-led service delivery. If your council is currently
discussing budget options in its precept-setting cycle and is interested in considering
options for locally managed services or assets, your first point of contact should be:

e Your local Cornwall Councillor, or
e Your Communities Link Officer

They can help you explore the possibilities and connect you with the right support to make
this happen.

If you are likely to have difficulty in meeting the 31 December 2025 deadline or have any
other queries concerning this letter, in the first instance, please e-mail
corporatefinance@cornwall.gov.uk and we will reply to your enquiry.

Yours faithfully,

Kim Bryant

Finance Business Analyst
Resources & Performance Service
Email: kim.bryant@cornwall.gov.uk
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